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NEW APPOINTMENTS  - AWHF  PATRONS  

 

 

In March 2016, AWHF was honoured to have the former Presidents of Namibia, H.E Hifikepunye 

Pohamba and Cabo Verde H.E Pedro Verona Rodrigues Pires as Patrons of the Fund. The appointment is 

part of an ongoing effort by the Fund to strengthen its operations on the continent thus, the presence of 

eminent personalities is an invaluable contribution to the prom otion and conservation of Africaõs 

Heritage. Other patrons include Mr. Phuthuma Nhleko (South Africa) and Dr. Christina Cameron 

(Canada).  

NEW APPOINTMENTS - AWHF  BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

In February 2016, following recommendations by 

the AWHF  Board of Trustees, the Minister of 

Arts and Culture, South Africa appointed Dr  

Lalla Aïcha Ben Barka  (Mali),  Mr Abdellah  

Salih  Alaoui  (Morocco), Dr Yonas Desta 

Tsegaye (Ethiopia) as the new Board of Trustees.  

Ms. Lalla Aïcha is the former Assistant 

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 
òTo ensure that the mission and objectives of the African World Heritage Fund are achieved by 

consolidating institutional Capacitiesó.   

 

 

 

(Left -Right) H.E Hifikepunye Pohamba, H.E Pedro Pires, Dr. Christina Cameron and Mr. Phuthuma Nhleko  

 

 

(Left -Right) Dr Lalla Aïcha (Mali),  Dr Yonas Desta (Ethiopia)  and Mr Abdellah  Alaoui ( Morocco).  
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Dir ector-General for UNESCOõs Africa 

Department  (2010 ð 2015).  She will represent the 

West Africa region . Dr Aicha replaces Dr. Gauze 

Martine (Cote d'Ivoire ). Mr.  Abdellah Alaoui , 

the Director of Cultural Heritage at the Ministry 

of Culture, Morocco  was appointed to represent 

the North Africa region.  Mr. Alaoui replaces Dr, 

Mourad Betrouni (Algeria).  Dr Yonas Desta, the 

Director General at the Authority for Research 

and Conservation of Cultural Heritage (ARCCH 

-Ethiopia) will represent the East Africa regi on. 

He replaces Dr. Mary Khimulu (Kenya).  The 

outgoing Board  members have served the 

maximum period of 4 years.  

 

NEW STAFF AT AWHF  

AWHF is pleased to welcome Mr  Thomas de Block from Belgium 

who joined the Fund in February 2016 on a six months internship 

supported by the Flanders Department of Foreign Affairs through 

the Flanders Trainee Programme. AWHF and Flanders have signed 

a three year agreement (2015 ð 2018) at which the Flanders 

Department of Foreign Affairs will second staff to AWHF to 

support the Fundõs operations.  Mr de Block is a communication 

specialist with previous experience in the private automotive sector.  

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

In January the Fund hired, a Consultant, Ms Luyanda Sithole  from South 

Africa to support  the preparations of the AWHF 10th Anniversary events. 

With vast experience in Events planning and management Ms. Sithole has 

worked with various organization s and implemented a number of high 

profile events.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left) - Ms Luyanda Sithole - Consultant (Events Specialist)  

 

 

 

 

Mr Thomas de Block - Communication officer  
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WORKSHOP ON RISK PREPAREDNESS AT WORLD HERITAGE PROPERTIES 

 

 

 

 
 

From 19th February to 3rd March, Namibia 

hosted a workshop on Risk preparedness at 

World Heritage properties  at the Brandberg 

National M onument  (Namibia) , thanks to the 

financial support by the Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and the Netherlands 

(Netherlands Funds-in-Trust to UNESCO). The 

workshop was organized in partnership with 

the African World Heritage Fund , UNESCO 

(World Heritage Centre ), the School of African 

Heritage (EPA) and the National Heritage 

Council of Namibia.  The workshop was 

attended by nineteen (19) participants from 

Namibia, Ethiopia, South Africa, Kenya, 

Tanzania, Malawi and Botswana as well as a representative from the African Union Commission 

CONSERVATION OF HERITAGE PLACES  
 òTo ensure improved management and conservation of World Heritage s in Africa through 

participation of all stakeholders including local communitiesó  

 

Participants ð Risk preparedness workshop, Brandberg Namibia 

 

 

 

Field session, Risk preparedness workshop  
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in Addis Ababa Ethiopia.  The workshop aimed 

to increase the preparedness of heritage sites 

through the development of risk management 

plans, mitigation strategies and to enhance the 

knowledge, build  the capacity, and raise the 

awareness of heritage practitioners on risk 

preparedness. Key issues relating to climate 

change, management of invasive species, 

legislative frameworks, geographic information 

systems and mitigation strategies and responses 

were discussed. The workshop also provided the 

opportunity to strengthen the risk preparedness 

network of World H eritage Sites in Africa 

 

Results ð Seven (7) World Heritage Sites and one 

property inscribed on the Tentative List are in 

the process of developing risk management 

plans ð Okavango Delta (Botswana), Fort Jesus 

(Kenya), Simien Mountains National Park 

(Ethiopia), Lake Malawi National Park (Malawi), 

Twyfelfontein, Namib  Sand Sea, Brandberg 

National Heritage Site (Namibia), Robben Island 

(South Africa), Ruins of Kilwa Kisiwani and 

Songo Mnara (Tanzania). The Chairperson of the 

National Heritage Council of Nami bia, Ms. 

Esther Goagoses presided over the closing 

ceremony. Among those present at the closing 

ceremony included the Governor of the Erongo 

Region, Hon. Kleophas Mutjivikua, the UNESCO 

Representative Mr. Boyson Ngondo, the Director 

of AWHF, Dr Webber Ndor o and the Minister of 

Education, Arts and Culture of Namibia, Hon. 

Katrina Hanse-Himarwa.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Closing ceremony, (Left ðRight) Mr. April (Director, Nationa l Heritage Council, Namibia), Dr. Webber Ndoro 

(Director, AWHF), Hon. Katrina Hanse -Himarwa (Minister of Education, Arts and Culture of Namibia) and 

Hon. Anna Hipondoka Deputy Minsiter of Education, Arts and Culture.   

 


